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General marking instructions 

These notes to examiners are intended only as guidelines to assist marking. They are not offered 
as an exhaustive and fixed set of features which all answers must include. 

Answers which do not follow the approach suggested in the guiding question, but have provided 
an alternative formal or technical focus should be rewarded appropriately in line with the 
assessment criteria. 

Instructions générales pour la notation 

Ces notes ne sont que simples lignes directrices pour aider les examinateurs lors de la notation. 
Elles ne peuvent en aucun cas être considérées comme un ensemble fixe et exhaustif de 
caractéristiques que les réponses doivent présenter. 

Les réponses qui ne suivent pas l’approche suggérée dans la question d’orientation, mais qui ont 
adopté un autre angle technique ou formel doivent être récompensées de manière appropriée, 
conformément aux critères d’évaluation. 

Instrucciones generales para la corrección 

El objetivo de estas notas para los examinadores es servir de directrices a fin de ayudar en la 
corrección. No deben considerarse un conjunto fijo y exhaustivo de características que deban 
estar presentes en todas las respuestas. 

Las respuestas que no sigan el enfoque recomendado en la pregunta de orientación, pero 
posean un enfoque alternativo, de carácter formal o técnico, también deberán ser valoradas de 
acuerdo con los criterios de evaluación. 
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 1. 

Literary form 

Prose non-fiction: Lawrence Durrell 

Significant elements for analysis 

• use of simile and metaphor
• visual aspects, use of colour
• rich vocabulary e.g. venerable with scars,
• personification of nature
• sense of decay in ‘wheezy Diesel engine’, ‘staggered off’, ‘cracks the slabs’,

‘neglected balcony’
• contrasts e.g. between frantic activity/noise and sleeping crew
• references to Christianity, perhaps juxtaposed with Greek religion in ‘the gates of

the underworld’
• references to history e.g. Venetian tombs, Corcyra
• sense of isolation/wilderness/seclusion
• interaction of the narrator with the landscape
• tension between human in the landscape and the untouched landscape
• the structure of the narrative, especially noting the ‘discovery’ of the house in the

final section.

2. 

Literary form 

Poetry: Easter Monday 

Significant elements for analysis 

• imagery of everyday life
• image of silver egg – emotional value
• the use and significance of apple imagery throughout the poem
• cycle of life and death – seeds
• religious imagery of Easter Monday – rising from the dead
• motifs – some circular replicating circle of life, and sense of progression, letter,

Easter Monday, the eve, the egg
• importance of ‘eve’ in the penultimate line in each stanza
• apparent simplicity of poem but with underlying deeper meanings
• juxtaposition of mundanity of life with death
• language of intimacy throughout the poem.
• immediacy created by quoting the letter as if the speaker were still alive, creating a

personalised view of the subject
• calm tone
• ambiguity of time/tense – contrast between the past and the final line the future
• the significance of the poet breaking the rules of a sonnet
• use of irony throughout the poem
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